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LOG LINE

Art, health, family and the will to cope: Debra Magid is an artist living 
with Parkinson’s Disease.

SYNOPSIS

Debra Magid is an artist and designer who was diagnosed with 
Parkinson’s Disease (PD) in 2012. In the fall of 2016, Debra agreed to 
let her son, Zack Grant, document the relationship between her art 
and her condition on film.  What started as an exploration of Debra’s 
growth as an artist in the face of Parkinson’s Disease grew into a larger 
story of art, health, family and the will to cope. Spanning two years of 
filming, SHAKE WITH ME takes viewers on an emotional and physical 
journey through the many facets of Debra’s day to day life.  Time and the 
unfolding realities of a degenerative disease dictate Debra’s constantly 
evolving views on her diagnosis.  Whether she is creating art in her 
studio, taking a boxing class specifically for PD patients, or talking 
about how PD has impacted her friends and family, SHAKE WITH ME 
presents a truly raw and honest look at what it’s like for Debra to live, 
endure and succeed despite a life changing diagnosis and a future that 
is entirely unknown. 



Zack Grant is producer and director based in Brooklyn, NY.  Mostly working in 
commercial advertising production, Zack has made films for all kinds of clients, 
ranging from global brands like Starbucks, Supercell and Snyder’s-Lance, to
non-profit organizations like the National Alliance for Mental Illness (NAMI) and the
Brady Center for Anti-Gun Violence. Zack’s work, both as a producer and director, 
has been honored by the Cannes Lions Festival, The Clios, One Show and DA&D. 
A graduate of the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor, Zack has always made time 
outside of work for personal film projects.  SHAKE WITH ME is Zack’s most ambitious 
project to date, and one he hopes will lead to further directorial opportunities. 

Melanie Vi Levy works as an independent producer, director and editor on
feature-length documentaries, narratives, commissioned educational pieces
and short doc-style commercial work. With a specialty in documentary and 
a background in theater she brings a unique blend of empathy, sensitivity, and 
theatricality to her work, while her passion for storytelling continually draws her 
to subjects that complicate and challenge our world view by offering new and often 
unheard perspectives. 

Debra Magid, a Rhode Island School of Design graduate, spent more than 35
years as an industrial designer before rediscovering her fine arts roots and the love of 
making art.  Diagnosed with Parkinson’s Disease in 2012, Debra approaches her art 
with a passion and urgency that only an uncertain future can create.  Her artwork is a 
joyful exploration at the intersection of the human form, intense color and movement. 
Experimenting with scale, texture and composition in pastel, watercolor and acrylic, 
her work now focuses on how the basic human form - and particularly the face - can be 
interpreted and rendered to be both real and imaginary.  Debra’s artwork  is owned in 
several private collections in addition to having been shown in galleries in New York 
City, the Greater Tri-State area, and South Korea. 





DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT

Throughout the making of SHAKE WITH ME, I’ve had to find a delicate 
balance between the competing roles of both son and filmmaker.
My goal from the very start of this film was to tell my mom’s story - 
from her art, to her family, to her Parkinson’s Disease (PD) diagnosis 
- in a way that was raw and honest.  Despite her diagnosis, my mom’s 
story is one of positivity and hope, and I wanted to capture that as 
authentically as possible. 

Simply telling my mom’s story ended up being the easy part of the 
process. Navigating my role as my mother’s son, and how her diagnosis 
affected me personally, was far more challenging.  

Almost everything the viewer learns on film about my mom, and the 
relationship between her art and her PD are thoughts and feelings that I 
personally had never heard before outside the context of my mom and 
I filming together.  When I started this project in 2016, I had no grasp 
how personal this film would become.  As production continued, the 
adage, “art imitates life” began to ring true, as the lines between the 
film and my own emotional journey started to blur. With the process 
now coming to an end, I enjoy the idea that the viewer gets learn 
about my mom’s story in a way that mirrors my real-time experience 
throughout the course of filming.
 
I’m very proud of this film, and feel very fortunate that my mom 
allowed me to share her story. I hope this film and her journey will 
inspire people now, and for years to come.

-Zack Grant





POST PRODUCTION

SHAKE WITH ME features a team of some of the most accomplished 
post production talent in the commercial and film production industry.  

Editor, Melanie Vi Levy and her vast knowledge of documentary 
storytelling were crucial to editorial process. With an eye for the 
intimate details, Melanie made sense of over 30 hours of footage 
over the course of a 3 month long edit schedule.  

Sound Design and Audio Mix were handled by Evan Mangiamele, 
who most recently worked on the acclaimed feature Good Time 
(2017). Music Supervision and Placement was led by indie film 
industry veteran Maxwell Gosling. 

Tim Masick, collaborator of Paul Schrader and Spike Jonze, 
handled the color correction. Visual artist and creative director Erin 
Sarofsky developed the title and credit sequence, along with the DI 
conform. Sarofsky has developed title sequences for television shows 
such as Shameless and Community, and numerous Marvel films 
including Captain America and Guardians of the Galaxy.  

SHAKE WITH ME would not be possible without the generosity 
and support of our post production partners Heard City, Little Ears 
Music, Company 3 and Sarofsky. 
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